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and in the society. No nation of the ancient world
gave such freedom and equality to women as did the
culture of Crete.
The frescoes represent women as white   and men
as red in colour  after the Egyptian convention.    The
Minoan   courtiers    were    clean-shaved    and    wore
their    hair    as   long    and    as    elaborately dressed
as did the women.    Many a time,   specially in the
bull-fights  in which both take equal and free part,
the boys are not distiguishable from the girls except
from the colour, for both have the same flying hair,
indeed   the   same   length.    Besides    the    bull-fights,
which of course are numerous, ladies of the Minoan
court are depicted sitting at the windows of the palace
quite unveiled.    Their dress defy the old times and
they   wear   quite   the  modern   breath.    They   wear
a decollete, with bare   necks   and   arms,   the  breasts
covered apparently with gold or silver guards making
out their outline, waists pinched in, and, below, ample
skirts with parallel rows of flounces, resembling nothing
so much as the crinolines of the mid-nineteenth century.
Women of earlier centuries wear skirts with high ruff-
like collars and horned head-dresses which may or may
not be their hair.    The coiffeur of the ladies of the
Late Minoan period have knots and side-curls of the
eighteenth century England.  They wear tiaras or fillets.
Men put on a very simple dress: a waist-cloth
under, a short kilt above, together giving the impres-
sion of a bathing suit. But these dresses, unlike the
Egyptian ones, bore bright colours ornamented with
spiral and other designs. As in Egypt, the upper
part of men's bodies were generally left bare. They
occasionally wore a conical cap. Men sometimes
coiled up their hair on the crown, but ordinarily left
them hanging loose down the back to the waist or
"below it, sometimes in plaits or curls. Like the Hittites
of later times, the men of Knossos wore putteed sandals
or high boots.